Catalogue no.85-224-XIE

Family Violence
In Canada:

A Statistical Profile
2001

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

- . [l
Bell Sl S Canada



How to obtain more information

Specific inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be directed to: Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Toll free 1 800 387-2231 or (613) 951-9023, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6.

For information on the wide range of data available from Statistics Canada, you can contact us by calling one of our
toll-free numbers. You can also contact us by e-mail or by visiting our Web site.

National inquiries line 1 800 263-1136
National telecommunications device

for the hearing impaired 1 800 363-7629
Depository Services Program inquiries 1 800 700-1033
Fax line for Depository Services Program 1 800 889-9734
E-mail inquiries infostats@statcan.ca
Web site www.statcan.ca

Ordering and subscription information

This product is also available for free on the Internet as Catalogue no. 85-224-XIE. Users can obtain an issue at
www.statcan.ca and select Products and Services.

The printed version of this publication can be ordered for free from:

National Clearinghouse on Family Violence
Family Violence Prevention Unit
Population and Public Health Branch
Health Canada
Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1B4 (Address Locator 1907D1)

Telephone: (613) 957-2938

Or call toll-free: 1-800-267-1291
For TTY users: (613) 952-6396
Or call toll-free: 1-800-561-5643
Facsimile: (613) 941-8930
FaxLink: (613) 941-7285

Or call toll-free: 1-888-267-1233
Web site: www.hc-sc.gc.ca/nc-cn

When notifying us of a change in your address, please provide both old and new addresses.

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner and in the official
language of their choice. To this end, the Agency has developed standards of service which its employees observe in
serving its clients. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics Canada toll free at
1 800 263-1136.



Statistics Canada
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

Family Violence

in Canada:

A Statistical Profile
2001

Edited by: Catherine Trainor and Karen Mihorean

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2001

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without prior written permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0OT6.

June 2001

Catalogue no. 85-224-XIE
ISSN 1480-7165

Frequency: Annual
Ottawa

La version francaise de cette publication est disponible sur demande.

Note of appreciation

Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long-standing partnership between
Statistics Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other institutions.
Accurate and timely statistical information could not be produced without their continued
cooperation and goodwill.




Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile

SYMBOLS

The following symbols are used in this report:

figures not available
figures not appropriate or not applicable
- nil or zero
-- amount too small to be expressed
ns not significant

T coefficient of variation between 16.6% and 33.3%
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HIGHLIGHTS

Chapter 1 — The Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect (CIS)

An estimated 135,600 child maltreatment investigations were conducted in Canada in 1998. This figure
corresponds to an estimated rate of 22 investigations per 1,000 children aged 0 to 15 years in the population.
Almost one-half (45%) of these reports were substantiated by the investigating child welfare worker.

The majority of substantiated investigations of physical abuse involved inappropriate punishment (69%), although
more severe forms of abuse accounted for almost one-third. Shaken Baby Syndrome, in contrast, accounted
for approximately 1% of the substantiated investigations.

Touching and fondling of the genitals was the most common form of substantiated child sexual abuse (68%).
Attempted and completed intercourse together accounted for approximately 35% of all substantiated
investigations, and an adult exposing genitals to a child accounted for 12%.

According to the CIS, neglect primarily involved failure to supervise the child properly, which led to physical
harm (48%).

Children’s exposure to family violence was the most common form of emotional maltreatment, accounting for
58% of substantiated cases. Emotional abuse and emotional neglect were also fairly common (34% and 16%
respectively).

Overall, family members or other persons related to the child victim constituted the vast majority (93%) of
alleged perpetrators. Biological mothers were identified as the alleged perpetrator most often (60% of
substantiated cases), followed by biological fathers (41%), step-fathers/common-law partners (9%) and step-
mothers/common-law partners (3%). This distribution may be somewhat biased by the fact that 40% of
investigated families were female-parent families.

According to the CIS, physically abused children were generally reported as having considerable problems in
child functioning. Notably, in over one-half (56%) of substantiated physical abuse cases, the child was described
as having some type of child functioning problem. Behaviour problems (39%), negative peer involvement
(15%), depression or anxiety (15%), violence to others (11%), and developmental delay (9%) were the most
often indicated concerns.

Child victims of sexual abuse reported difficulties in 58% of substantiated cases. The five most often reported
issues were depression or anxiety (29%), age-inappropriate sexual behaviour (17%), behaviour problems (14%),
negative peer involvement (13%), and irregular school attendance (10%).

Chapter 2 — Homicide of Children and Youth

In 1999, the rate of children and youth killed by family members fell to its lowest level in 26 years. Children and
youth are most likely to be killed by family members. Of the 1,990 solved homicides of children and youth
recorded by police in Canada between 1974 and 1999, family members were responsible for 63% of the deaths.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-224 1
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Chapter 3 — Children Witnessing Family Violence

e According to the 1999 General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization, children heard or saw one parent assaulting
the other in an estimated 461,000 households, which represents 37% of all households with spousal violence
in the five-year period preceding the survey.

* In cases where children witnessed spousal violence, they were more likely to witness assaults against their
mothers (70%) than against their fathers (30%), and assaults withessed against mothers tended to be more
serious. Over half of the female victims in these cases feared for their lives because of the violence.

e According to the National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth, children who are exposed to adults or
teenagers physically fighting in the home were more likely to exhibit physical aggression, indirect aggression,
emotional disorders, hyperactivity and to commit delinquent acts against property.

Chapter 4 — Spousal Violence

» There was a decline between 1993 and 1999 in rates of spousal violence against women in most provinces. At
the same time, there was an upward trend in the use of criminal justice and social services by victims.

» Aboriginal women were more likely than were other Canadians to report violence by a spouse. In addition, rates
of spousal homicide among Aboriginal women were more than eight times higher than for non-Aboriginal
women (47 per million couples compared to 6 per million). Aboriginal men had rates of spousal homicide
18 times higher than non-Aboriginal men (28 per million couples compared to 2 per million).

* Marital separation does not necessarily mark the end of a violent relationship. According to the 1999 GSS,
37% of women and men with a former violent marriage or common-law relationship reported that the violence
continued after the couple separated.

e Marital separation is a factor that elevates the rate of spousal homicide for women but not for men. Between
1991 and 1999, women were killed by estranged husbands at a rate of 39 per million couples compared to a
rate of 5 per million killed by current husbands. Risk of spousal homicide was lower on average for men: 2 men
per million couples were killed by an ex-partner, and 1 per million couples was killed by a current marital
partner.

Chapter 5 — Children in Shelters for Abused Women
Trends in Transition Home Survey Data
e Despite a decline in the number of children admitted to shelters, the proportion of children in shelters for

reasons of abuse increased from 1998 to 2000. Snapshot day data indicates that 86% of children in 1998 were
residing in shelters for reasons of abuse compared to 91% of children in 2000.

e Children housed in shelters for reasons of abuse tend to be very young. Children under the age of 5 constituted

the largest proportion of abused children in shelters in both 1998 and 2000 (45% and 41% respectively) followed
by children aged 5 to 9 (32% in both years).

2 Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-224
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INTRODUCTION

This is the fourth annual Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile report released by the Canadian Centre for
Justice Statistics under the Federal Family Violence Initiative. This annual report is part of an ongoing initiative to
inform the public about family violence issues and provides current data on the nature and extent of family violence
incidents in Canada and trends over time.

Each year, the report has a different focus. This year, the focus is on child abuse, including results from Health
Canada’s Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, and information on child homicides,
children witnessing violence in the home and children accompanying their mothers to shelters for abused women.
The report also provides the most recent police-reported and hospital morbidity data on child abuse as well as data
on post-separation spousal violence and spousal violence among Aboriginal people.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-224 8
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1.0 THE CANADIAN INCIDENCE STUDY OF REPORTED
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT !

by Nico Trocmé and David Wolfe
edited by Gordon Phaneuf*

The Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse
and Neglect (CIS) is the first national study on the
incidence of child abuse and neglect reported to, and
investigated by, child welfare services in Canada. Prior
to this study, available data had been largely limited to
police-reported incidents of assault and homicide.
However, because of the secrecy that often surrounds
cases of child abuse, many cases never come to the
attention of the police.

The CIS provides comprehensive statistics on children
and families investigated because of suspected child
abuse and neglect. This study provides a snapshot of
those cases reported to, and investigated by, child
welfare services during a three-month period, from
October to December 1998. The data presented in this
report focus on cases of maltreatment that have been
substantiated and provide estimates of the scope and
characteristics of child abuse and neglect in Canada
based on this source.

Incidence and Characteristics of Child Maltreatment

Almost one-half of reported child maltreatment cases
substantiated

An estimated 135,573 child maltreatment investigations
were conducted in Canada in 1998 by child welfare
agencies. This figure corresponds to an estimated rate
of 22 investigations per 1,000 children aged 0 to 15 years
in the population. Almost one-half (45%) of these
reports were substantiated by the investigating child
welfare worker. The remaining investigations either had
insufficient information to substantiate, but the worker
remained suspicious that maltreatment had occurred
(22%), or the worker determined on the basis of the
investigation that the child had not been maltreated (33%).

Child neglect primary reason for child maltreatment
investigations

Child neglect (see box "Defining child neglect” for defini-
tion) was the most common reason for investigation
(40% of all investigations), followed by physical abuse
(31%), emotional maltreatment (19%), and sexual abuse

About the Canadian Incidence Study

The CIS was conducted by the Bell Canada Child
Welfare Research Unit at the Faculty of Social Work,
University of Toronto, through funding from Health
Canada. All provinces and territories participated in
the study. British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, and
Newfoundland provided additional funds to increase the
size of the sample in their jurisdictions.

When interpreting these results, it is important to reco-
gnize that they come from a sample of child maltreat-
ment cases that were investigated by child welfare
workers. The study does not include cases investigated
only by police, cases known to other professionals but
not reported to child welfare, cases of child maltreat-
ment that were known by the larger community and
not reported, and unknown cases. Therefore, the CIS
estimates represent only a portion of all child maltreat-
ment incidents.

The CIS captured information about children and their
families as they came into contact with child welfare
services over a three-month sampling period, from
October to December 1998. A multi-stage sampling
design was used, first to select a sample of child welfare
offices across Canada, and then to select cases within
these offices. Fifty-one sites, including three agencies
providing services primarily to Aboriginal people, were
selected from a pool of 327 child welfare services areas
in Canada. All but four sites were randomly selected.

Information was gathered on all investigated cases of
child maltreatment at the study sites. The CIS included
22 forms of maltreatment under four main categories:
physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, and emotional
maltreatment. The final sample of 7,672 child maltreat-
ment investigations was used to derive national
estimates of the annual incidence of investigated child
maltreatment in Canada in 1998.

This section has been extracted from Nico Trocmé and David Wolfe
(2001), Child Maltreatment in Canada: Selected Results from the
Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect.
Ottawa: Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada.
Nico Trocmé is with the Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto,
David Wolfe is with the Department of Psychology, University of
Western Ontario and Gordon Phaneuf is with the Child Maltreatment
Division, Health Canada.
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(10%) (Figure 1.1). While the rate of substantiation was
highest for emotional maltreatment as the primary reason
for investigation (54% substantiated), the other three
categories had similar levels of substantiation (neglect:
43%, sexual abuse: 38%, physical abuse: 34%).

Figure 1.1

Child neglect most common reason for child
maltreatment investi gations
Sexual

abuse
10%

Neglect
40%

Emotional
maltreatment
19%

Physical
abuse
31%

Source: Health Canada, The Canadian Incidence Study of
Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.

Figure 1.2

Majority of substantiated physical abuse cases involve
inappropriate punishment

Type of abuse

Inappropriate
. 69
punishment
Other? 31
Shaken baby ]
1
syndrome
0 20 40 60 80

% of substantiated cases

Total exceeds 100% due to multiple responses.

1 Other physical abuse includes any other form of physical
brutality that is inflicted on a child, such as intentionally burning
a child or hitting the child with a fist.

Source: Health Canada, The Canadian Incidence Study of
Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.
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Defining physical abuse

Physical abuse is the deliberate application of force to
any part of a child’s body, which results or may result
in a non-accidental injury. It may involve hitting a child
a single time or it may involve a pattern of incidents.
Physical abuse also includes behaviours such as
shaking, choking, biting, kicking, burning or poisoning
a child, holding a child under water, or any other harmful
or dangerous use of force or restraint. Child physical
abuse is usually connected to physical punishment or
is confused with child discipline.

For the purposes of the CIS, cases of investigated
maltreatment were classified as physical abuse if the
investigated child was thought to have suffered, or to
be at substantial risk of suffering, physical harm at the
hands of the alleged perpetrator. The physical abuse
category includes three subtypes or forms of abuse:

1) Shaken Baby Syndrome (brain or neck injuries have
resulted from the infant being shaken);

2) inappropriate punishment? (e.g. hitting with hand or
object, that has led to physical harm, or put the child
at substantial risk of harm); and

3) other physical abuse (any other form of physical bru-
tality that is inflicted on a child, such as intentionally
burning a child or hitting the child with a fist).

2 The judgment of appropriateness is based on many factors,
including the severity of harm or potential harm, the amount
of force used, the type of punishment relative to the age of the
child, and the frequency of punishment.

Majority of substantiated physical abuse cases
involve inappropriate punishment

The majority of substantiated investigations of physical
abuse involved inappropriate punishment (69%),
although more severe forms of abuse accounted for
almost one-third. Shaken Baby Syndrome, in contrast,
accounted for approximately 1% of the substantiated
investigations (Figure 1.2).

Sexual abuse cases most often involve fondling

Touching and fondling of the genitals was the most
common form of substantiated child sexual abuse
(68%). Attempted and completed intercourse together
accounted for approximately 35% of all substantiated
investigations, and an adult exposing genitals to a child
accounted for 12% (Figure 1.3).

Sexual exploitation and sexual harassment were less
common (6% and 4% respectively), and the number of
cases of voyeurism was insufficient to permit reliable
estimates of that particular form of sexual abuse.
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Figure 1.3

Sexual abuse cases most often involve fondling

Type of abuse

Fondling | 68

Completed sexual activity 21

Attempted sexual activity 14

Exposure 12

Exploitation [7] 6

Harassment []] 4

0 20 40 60 80
% of substantiated cases

Total exceeds 100% due to multiple responses.
Source: Health Canada, The Canadian Incidence Study of
Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.

Defining sexual abuse

The CIS examined seven forms or subtypes of sexual
abuse, ranging from sexual activity to sexual
harassment. If more than one form of sexual abuse
was reported for the same incident, workers were asked
to identify the most intrusive form. The CIS documented
only those cases reported to, and investigated by, child
welfare services: many cases of child sexual abuse that
do not involve parents or relatives in the home are
investigated only by the police. Child welfare services
usually become involved in extra-familial sexual abuse
cases only if there are concerns about the parents’
ability to protect the child.

The seven forms of sexual abuse include the following:
sexual activity completed (oral, vaginal, or anal sexual
activities); sexual activity attempted (attempts to have
oral, vaginal, or anal sex); touching/fondling genitals;
adult exposing genitals to child; sexual exploitation
(situations in which an adult sexually exploited a child
for purposes of financial gain or other profit); sexual
harassment (proposition, encouragement, or sugges-
tion of a sexual nature); and voyeurism (activities in
which a child was encouraged to exhibit himself/herself
for the sexual gratification of the alleged perpetrator).

Neglect primarily involves failure to supervise child
properly
Unlike physical or sexual abuse, which is usually

incident-specific, neglect often involves chronic
situations that are not as easily identified as specific

incidents. Regardless, all provincial and territorial child
welfare statutes include neglect or some type of refer-
ence to acts of omission, such as failure to supervise
or protect, as grounds for investigating maltreatment.

As previously indicated, child neglect was the most
frequently investigated category of maltreatment, and
had the second highest rate of substantiation. According
to the CIS, neglect primarily involved failure to supervise
the child properly, which led to physical harm (48%)
(Figure 1.4). Parents’ reported failure to adequately
meet the physical needs of children (physical neglect)
accounted for the next largest percentage of substan-
tiated reports (19%), followed by permitting criminal
behaviour (14%), abandonment (12%), and educational
neglect (11%). Medical neglect, failure to supervise leading
to sexual abuse, and failure to provide necessary treat-
ment for a child were less commonly reported.

Figure 1.4

Failure to supervise children properly leading to
physical harm most common form of neglect

Type of neglect

Failure to supervise
leading to physical 48
harm

Physical neglect 19
Permitting
maladaptive/ 14

criminal bahaviour

Abandonment 12
Educational neglect 11
Medical neglect 9

Failure to supervise
leading to sexual :I 5
abuse

Failure to provide 2
treatment

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
% of substantiated cases

Total exceeds 100% due to multiple responses.
Source : Health Canada, The Canadian Incidence Study
of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.
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Defining child neglect

Child neglect occurs when a child’s parents or other
caregivers are not providing the requisites of a child’s
emotional, psychological, and physical development.
Physical neglect occurs when a child’s needs for food,
clothing, shelter, cleanliness, medical care and protec-
tion from harm are not adequately met. Emotional
neglect occurs when a child’'s need to feel loved,
wanted, safe, and worthy is not met. Emotional neglect
can range from cases in which the caregiver is simply
unavailable, to cases in which the caregiver openly
rejects the child.

The CIS includes eight types of neglect: failure to
supervise or protect leading to physical harm; failure
to supervise or protect leading to sexual abuse; physical
neglect; medical neglect; failure to provide treatment
for mental, emotional or developmental problem; per-
mitting maladaptive/criminal behaviour; abandonment/
refusal of custody; and educational neglect.

Exposure to family violence most common type of
emotional maltreatment

Children’s exposure to family violence was the most
common form of emotional maltreatment, accounting
for 58% of substantiated cases (Figure 1.5). Emotional
abuse and emotional neglect were also fairly common
(34% and 16% respectively). Non-organic failure to
thrive occurred too infrequently to be reliably estimated.

Figure 1.5

Children's exposure to family violence the most
common form of emotional maltreatment

Type of emotional maltreatment

Exposed to
family 58
violence

Emotional

abuse 34

Emotional
neglect

16

0 20 40 60 80
% of substantiated cases

Total exceeds 100% due to multiple responses.
Source : Health Canada, The Canadian Incidence Study of
Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.
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Defining emotional maltreatment

Emotional maltreatment harms a child’s sense of self,
and involves acts or omissions by the parent or care-
giver that have caused, or could cause, serious
behavioural, cognitive, emotional, or mental disorders.
Examples of emotional maltreatment include verbal
threats and put-downs, forcing a child into social
isolation, intimidating, exploiting, terrorizing or routinely
making unreasonable demands on a child. Four forms
of emotional maltreatment were tracked by the CIS:
emotional abuse (overtly hostile, punitive treatment, or
habitual or extreme verbal abuse); non-organic failure
to thrive (a child under 3 years has suffered a marked
retardation or cessation of growth for which no organic
reason can be identified); emotional neglect (inade-
quate nurturance/affection); and exposure to family
violence.

Fewer than one in five cases of child maltreatment
result in physical harm

Across all categories of maltreatment, physical harm
was documented in 17% of substantiated cases. About
three-quarters of the cases involving physical harm did
not require treatment, whereas in the remaining one-
quarter (4% of the total number of substantiated cases)
the harm was sulfficiently severe to require medical treat-
ment. Most of this harm (65%) involved bruises, cuts,
and scrapes, although there were other significant injuries
and health conditions resulting from maltreatment as
well.

Not surprisingly, physical abuse was the most common
primary category of maltreatment that resulted in
physical harm: almost half (44%) of all substantiated
physical abuse cases documented physical harm, and
some form of medical treatment was required in 6% of
these cases. The vast majority of injuries (86%) involved
bruises, cuts and scrapes, and the remaining injuries
were evenly distributed over the other types.

Physical harm was also documented in all other primary
categories of maltreatment, although to a significantly
lesser extent (neglect 9%, sexual abuse 8%, emotional
maltreatment 1%). The nature of the physical harm
related to sexual abuse and emotional maltreatment
was similar, and was fairly evenly split between bruises,
cuts and scrapes and other health conditions. In cases
of substantiated child neglect, physical harm was
generally manifested by other health conditions (67%
of injuries), bruises, cuts, and scrapes (16%) or burns
and scalds (12%).
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Emotional harm most prevalent in cases of sexual
abuse

Unlike physical injuries, which can usually be linked to
specific incidents of maltreatment, it is more difficult to
link emotional harm to specific incidents. To account
for this difficulty, investigating workers were asked to
rate general child functioning in addition to documenting
maltreatment-specific mental/emotional harm. The child
functioning ratings are presented later in this chapter.

Emotional harm was noted in one-third (34%) of all
substantiated maltreatment investigations. Problems
identified as emotional harm were severe enough to
warrant treatment in 21% of the cases, and treatment
was not deemed necessary in the remaining 13%.

Understandably, emotional harm was noted most often
in sexual abuse cases. Nearly one-half (47%) of the
substantiated cases of sexual abuse were described
as involving emotional harm. Moreover, harm was
severe enough in 38% of the sample of sexually abused
children to require treatment; in 9%, symptoms were noted,
but treatment was not considered to be necessary.

Emotional harm was associated with the other three
primary categories of maltreatment as well. About one-
third of substantiated cases of physical abuse, neglect
and emotional maltreatment involved emotional harm,
with treatment required in over one-half of the cases.

Family members identified most often as the alleged
perpetrator®

Family members or other persons related to the child
victim constituted the vast majority (93%) of alleged
perpetrators. Biological mothers were identified as the
alleged perpetrator most often (60% of substantiated
cases), followed by biological fathers (41%), step-
fathers/common-law partners (9%) and step-mothers/
common-law partners (3%). Other than these parents
or parent figures, other relatives were the most frequently
identified alleged perpetrators (9%).

Alleged perpetrators who were non-relatives (7% of
substantiated cases) included babysitters, family
friends, parental partners, teachers, other professionals,
acquaintances, and strangers. Over one-half of these
non-related alleged perpetrators (4% of the total) were
close to the child and family, such as friends, parent’s
boy/girlfriend, and babysitters.*

According to the CIS, physical abuse was largely com-
mitted by biological mothers and fathers. In particular,
fathers were the alleged perpetrators in almost one-
half (46%) of substantiated cases of physical abuse,
closely followed by mothers (43%) (Figure 1.6). This

distribution may be somewhat biased by the fact that
40% of investigated families were female-headed lone-
parent families. Among non-relatives, perpetrators of
substantiated physical abuse were primarily parent’s
girlfriend/boyfriend (2%) or babysitters (1%). Although
there were substantiated cases of physical abuse
involving other non-relatives (such as other acquaintances
and teachers), these numbers were very small and less
reliable.

Figure 1.6
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Sexual abuse, in contrast to the other categories of
maltreatment, was committed less often by the child’s
primary caregiver. Most alleged perpetrators were either
other relatives (44% of cases) or non-relatives (31%).
Figure 1.6 shows that alleged perpetrators who were
related to the child victim were equally likely to be a
biological father or step-father and less likely to be the
child’s biological mother or step-mother. Although a
specific breakdown on the particular relationship to the
child of “other relatives” is not shown, it is clear from
Figure 1.6 that this grouping is the single most significant
category of individuals who commit such acts (44%).

3 The alleged perpetrator was the person or persons, as determined by
the child welfare investigator, to have maltreated the child.

4 It should be noted, however, that in many instances non-familial
allegations of abuse are investigated by the police, not by a child
welfare authority.
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Child neglect was largely committed by biological
mothers (84%). Again, biological mothers may be over-
represented in the neglect category because 40% of
investigations involved lone-parent families. The findings
may reflect the inter-connection between child neglect,
poverty, and female-headed lone parent families.

In the case of emaotional maltreatment, biological mothers
(59%) and fathers (59%) were equally likely to be the
alleged perpetrators. Step-fathers were the alleged
perpetrators in 14% of cases.

Four in ten cases of child maltreatment continued for
more than 6 months

Four in ten (43%) substantiated cases of child maltreat-
ment continued for more than 6 months duration. Single
incidents and those continuing for less than 6 months
duration accounted for another 44% of cases. In the
remaining cases, investigating workers were not able
to determine the duration.

Emotional maltreatment was the form of maltreatment
most likely to have continued beyond 6 months (56%
of substantiated emotional maltreatment cases were
over 6 months in duration), followed by sexual abuse
(43%), neglect (43%), and physical abuse (29%)
(Figure 1.7). Physical abuse and sexual abuse were
somewhat more likely to involve single incidents (46%
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and 29% respectively) than the other two categories of
maltreatment. This is understandable, given that both
of these categories of maltreatment involve more readily
identified acts or behaviours that are reported, whereas
neglect and emotional maltreatment are more likely to
be considered chronic conditions with less specific
incidents.

Child Characteristics

Boys and girls equally likely to be victims of child
maltreatment

While overall, boys and girls were almost equally likely
to be the victim of child maltreatment (51% and 49% of
substantiated cases respectively), there was some
variation within categories of maltreatment. For example,
60% of substantiated cases of physical abuse involved
boys, and 40% involved girls. The age patterns, however,
were similar for both sexes, in that the highest propor-
tions of substantiated physical abuse were in the 12 to
15 age group (boys 22% and girls 18%). In fact, physical
abuse was generally lower in the youngest age group
(O to 3 years) and increased incrementally among older
children (Figures 1.8a and 1.8b). This may be partially
explained by the fact that infants, with their relatively
limited exposure to others, are either unable to report
or to be noticed to the same extent as teens.

. Figure 1.8a
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Figure 1.8b

Girls aged 4-7 and 12-15 were the victim in about twice
as many cases of sexual abuse as other age groups of
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Child Functioning
Child maltreatment affects child functioning

Physically abused children were generally reported as
having considerable problems in child functioning.
Notably, in over one-half (56%) of substantiated physical
abuse cases, the child was described as having some
type of child functioning problem. Behaviour problems
(39%), negative peer involvement (15%), depression
or anxiety (15%), violence to others (11%), and develop-
mental delay (9%) were the most often indicated concerns.
Child victims of sexual abuse reported difficulties in 58%
of substantiated cases. The five most often reported
issues were depression or anxiety (29%), age-inappro-
priate sexual behaviour (17%), behaviour problems
(14%), negative peer involvement (13%), and irregular
school attendance (10%) (Figure 1.9a and Figure 1.9b).

Figure 1.9a

Concerning substantiated cases of sexual abuse, girls
accounted for twice as many cases as boys (69% versus
31%). In contrast to physical abuse, notable age
differences were evident for the sexes. For example,
boys aged 4 to 7 years accounted for about three times
more cases than other age groups of boys. In the case
of girls, those aged 4 to 7 and those aged 12 to 15
were the victim in about twice as many cases of sexual
abuse as girls in other age groups.

In cases of substantiated neglect and emotional
maltreatment, boys were slightly more likely than girls
to be victims of neglect (53% versus 47%), while girls
were slightly more likely to experience emotional
maltreatment (53% versus 47%). While boys aged 0 to
3 were most likely to be the victims of neglect (17%),
girls aged 4 to 7 were the victim in the highest proportion
of emotional maltreatment cases (18%).
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Figure 1.9b
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Across all categories of substantiated maltreatment,
almost one-half (44%) of the cases involved children who
lived in a family led by a lone parent: the majority (38%)
lived alone with their mother, and 6% with their father.
Another 28% of cases involved children who lived with
their two biological parents and in 19%, the child lived in a
two-parent blended family in which one of the caregivers
was a step-parent, a common-law partner or an adoptive
parent who was not the biological parent of at least one of
the children in the family (Figure 1.10). In comparison,
census data show that families led by female parents
represented 17% of families with children under the age
of 17 in 1996; 80% of the families were husband-wife led
(Statistics Canada, 1996).

Figure 1.10

Reported Child Abuse and Neglect, 1998.

Family Characteristics

Almost one-half of child maltreatment cases involve
children living in lone-parent families

Family characteristics provide important information
concerning the household structure and context of child
maltreatment. Research suggests, for example, that
children living with a single parent are at greater risk of
both physical abuse and neglect, most likely because
of added stress, fewer resources and opportunities to
share child-rearing burdens, and lower socio-economic
status compared to two-parent homes (National
Research Council, 1993).
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Caregiver Functioning and Family Stressors

Research shows that maltreating parents often have
had little exposure to positive parental models and
supports, and their family backgrounds are often difficult
and marked by violence, alcoholism, and harsh family
circumstances. They find daily living stressful and
irritating, and thus prefer to avoid potential sources of
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support because additional energy is needed to
maintain social relationships. In addition, spouse abuse
is more likely to co-occur with child maltreatment. It is
estimated that 30% to 60% of families in which there is
either child maltreatment or wife abuse, the other form
of violence also occurs (Edleson, 1999a).

Problems related to caregiver functioning and family
stressors were relatively common across the four
categories of substantiated maltreatment. At least one
caregiver functioning issue/family stressor was identified
in 74% of substantiated investigations. Alcohol/drug
abuse and mental health problems affected 40% and
28% of caregivers respectively. Families were also
described as having many other major stressors and
background factors that may play a role in maltreatment,
such as a childhood history of abuse (38%), spousal

Figure 1.11a

violence (33%), and custody disputes (9%). Moreover,
about 1 in 3 families were described as lacking supports.

The most common concerns in cases of substantiated
physical abuse included a history of child abuse® (35%),
and lack of social supports (28%). Mental health and
substance abuse were each present in 25% of cases.
Similarly, in the case of sexual abuse, a history of
childhood abuse was the most commonly reported
concern (22%) (Figure 1.11a and Figure 1.11b).

In cases of neglect and emotional maltreatment, alcohol
or drug abuse was the family stressor/functioning issue
noted (47% and 53% respectively). While spousal
violence was noted in about one-quarter of cases of
neglect (23%), it was present in over two-thirds of the
families where emotional maltreatment was found (68%).

Figure 1.11b
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Over two-thirds of families in emotional maltreatment
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5 Either caregiver was known or suspected to have a history of childhood
maltreatment.
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Violence against children and youth reported
to police ©

Similar to child welfare agencies, not all incidents of child
abuse come to the attention of the police. However, police-
reported data, like child welfare data, provide another data
source to analyze cases of child maltreatment.

In 1999, children and youth under 18 years of age made
up 23% of the Canadian population and were the victims
in 24% of assaults reported to a sample of police
departments. They represented a large majority of all
sexual assault victims (60%), and one-fifth of physical
assault victims. While the proportion of child sexual assault
victims was very high in comparison to adults, there were in
fact almost three times as many physical assaults against
children and youth as sexual assaults due to the higher
prevalence of physical assaults overall.

Unlike child welfare data from the CIS indicating that family
members were most often the alleged perpetrator in
substantiated cases of child maltreatment, police-reported
data show that children and youth were most likely to be
victimized by acquaintances (52%), followed by family
members (24%) and then strangers (19%). Five percent
of children and youth were assaulted by persons with
whom their relationship was unknown. Children and youth
were assaulted by family members in 30% of sexual
assaults, and 22% of physical assaults reported to the
police in 1999. Male and female child victims were sexually
assaulted by family members in roughly similar proportions
(31% and 29% respectively). In the case of physical
assault, however, 30% of girls and 16% of boys were
assaulted by family members. A higher proportion of boys
than girls were physically assaulted by strangers (24%
and 14% of child victims).

Similar to those cases of child maltreatment substantiated
by child welfare agencies in the CIS where biological
mothers and fathers were most often the alleged
perpetrator in cases of physical assault, police data also
reveal that within families, children and youth were
assaulted by parents in 66% of cases of physical assault
(Figure 1.12). Data differ, however, concerning the
perpetrators of sexual assault. Police-reported information
indicates that 42% of child and youth victims of sexual
assault were victimized by their parents, while the CIS
reported information indicates most alleged perpetrators
were either other relatives or non-relatives.

Regarding injury resulting from child abuse, according to
police statistics, 55% of children and youth physically
assaulted by family members suffered minor injuries, 35%
reported no injuries, 8% had unknown injuries and 3%
had major injuries.” In the case of child sexual abuse
cases by family members, 71% percent of children and
youth reported no injuries, 21% had unknown injuries and
8% had minor injuries. As indicated earlier, while many

Figure 1.12
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cases of sexual abuse may not result in physical injury,
incidents of child maltreatment often have long lasting
effects on children; emotional harm was noted in nearly
one-half of sexual abuse cases that came to the attention
of child welfare agencies. In many of these cases, the
emotional harm was severe enough to require treatment.

6 Data are not nationally representative. Data are based on a

sample of 164 police departments representing 46% of the
national volume of crime in 1999.

7 Minor injury is a physical injury that required no professional
medical treatment or only some first aid. No injury is no visible
physical injury at the time of the incident though weapons or
physical force were used. Unknown injury is when the extent of
injuries could not be determined though weapons or physical
force were used against the victim. Major injury is a physical
injury that required professional medical attention at the scene
or transportation to a medical facility.
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Child hospitalizations for assaults and From 1993-1994 to 1998-1999, overall rates of children
maltreatment in Canada, 1993-1994 to treated in hospitals for injuries as a result of violence
1998-1999 declined slightly from a rate of 26 to 23 per 100,000
children. This finding was consistent for all age categories
In addition to information from child welfare agencies and with the exception of two. First, the rate for children under
police-reported data, hospitalization records for injuries the age of one increased from 45 to 58 per 100,000
to children resulting from assaults or other violence are children in this time period. Second, the rate for those
another source of information about child maltreatment aged 15 to 19 went in the opposite direction, decreasing
and intentional injuries caused by violence. These data from 69 to 60 per 100,000 children.
provide a national estimate of the number of children who
are admitted to hospitals (staying at least one night) and Information from hospitalization records in these six years
have sustained an injury as a result of one of the forms of indicates that the youngest children are at highest risk of
violence listed in Table 1.1. These data are limited to the child abuse, while older children are most frequently injured
extent that they include only those injuries that come to as a result of fights (Table 1.1). From 1993-1994 to
the attention of a physician and are acknowledged as 1998-1999, 42 per 100,000 children under the age of 1
having resulted from violence, and exclude cases where were reported by doctors to have been injured as a result
the child is seen on an outpatient basis. of child maltreatment. This rate dropped to 1 in 100,000

teenagers aged 15 to 19 years.

Table 1.1
Childhood hospitalizations for assault and maltreatment, Canada, 1993-1994 to 1998-1999"*
Victim age
Cause of injury?
Total <1 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19

No. % Rate No. % Rate No. % Rate No. % Rate No. % Rate No. % Rate
Total 11,740 100 25 1,037 100 46 958 100 10 476 100 4 1,439 100 12 7,830 100 65
Fight, brawl, rape 5,722 49 12 11 1 - 52 5 1 150 32 1 899 62 8 4610 59 39
Corrosive and caustic
substances, poisoning,
hanging, strangulation,
submersion 111 1 - 8 1 - 23 2 -- 10 2 - 25 2 - 45 1 -
Firearm? 127 1 - 2 - - 1 - - 3 1 - 8 1 - 113 1 1
Cutting, piercing instrument 1,688 14 4 5 - - 6 1 - 16 3 - 102 7 1 1559 20 13
Child battering and other
maltreatment 2,158 18 5 945 91 42 720 75 8 199 42 2 171 12 1 123 2 1
Other* 1,934 16 4 66 6 3 156 16 2 98 21 1 234 16 2 1380 18 12

--amount too small to be expressed.

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

1 Rates are calculated based on 100,000 population. The population estimates are provided by Statistics Canada, Census and Demographic Statistics, Demography Division.
Populations as of July 1: preliminary postcensal estimates for 2000.

2 Based on the International Classification of Diseases 9th revision (ICD-9) codes E960-E969.

3 Includes codes E965.1-£965.4.

4 Includes codes E965.5-E965.9, E968-E969.

Source: Canadian Institute for Health Information, Hospital Morbidity Database.
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2.0 HOMICIDE OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH

by Daisy Locke, Sara Beattie and Sean Miller

Children and youth are most likely to be killed by family
members.® Of the 1,990 solved homicides of children
and youth recorded by police in Canada between 1974
and 1999, family members were responsible for 63%
of the deaths (Figure 2.1). The remaining solved homicides
against children and youth were committed by acquaint-
ances and strangers (27% and 10% respectively). In
contrast, 50% of adults were killed by acquaintances,
followed by family members (34%) and strangers (16%).

Figure 2.1
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1999 rate of children and youth killed by family
members lowest in 26 years

In 1999, the rate of children and youth killed by family
members fell to its lowest level in 26 years, 4 per million
children and youth in the population (Figure 2.2). In
addition, the rate of 2 per million children and youth
killed by non-family members was the lowest over that
time period. Between 1974 and 1999, the rate of children
and youth killed annually has fluctuated considerably
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from year to year ranging from a high of 14 per million
in 1981 to the previous low of 8 per million in 1993.

Figure 2.2

1999 rate of homicides of children and youth lowest
in 26 years
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Younger children more likely to be killed by family
members, youth more likely to be killed by
acquaintances and strangers

Not unlike those cases coming to the attention of child
welfare agencies and physical and sexual assaults
against children reported to the police, the relationship
between accused persons and victims of homicide
varies by the age of the victim. According to homicide
data, between 1991° and 1999, younger children were
much more likely to be killed by family members (ranging
from 90% of infants to 73% of children between the ages
of 7 and 11 years) (Figure 2.3). Conversely, youth aged
12 to 17 were most often killed by acquaintances and
strangers (70%).

8 Family members are people related through blood, marriage, adoption
or foster care.

9 1991 was the earliest year for which the number of infants less than
one year old could be identified.
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Figure 2.4

Figure 2.3
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Majority of children and youth killed by parents

Looking more closely at family homicides, it was found
that between 1991 and 1999, the majority of child and
youth homicides (88%) were committed by parents
(Table 2.1). Specifically, more than half of the children
and youth were killed by fathers (45% by biological
fathers and 8% by step-fathers), over a third were killed
by mothers (34% by biological mothers and 1% by step-
mothers) and the remaining children and youth were
killed by siblings (5%) and other family members (7%).1°

In large part, this pattern remained when 26 years of
data from the Homicide Survey were examined. For
example, in the time period, 1974 to 1999, children and
youth were more likely to be killed by fathers (52% by
biological fathers and 6% by step-fathers) than by
mothers (42% by biological mothers and 1% by step-
mothers) (Figure 2.4). However, very young children,
those 3 years of age and less, were more likely to have
been killed by their biological mothers than their
biological fathers (49% versus 46% respectively). The
opposite was true for all other age groups.

Overwhelmingly, parents were also more often respon-
sible for family homicides against very young children
than against youth. For example, 92% of infants (children
less than one year old) were killed by parents. In
addition, 97% of the family homicides of 1- to 3-year-old
children, 93% of the homicides of 4- to 6-year-old
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children, and 88% of the homicides of 7- to 11-year-old
children were committed by parents. In contrast, 58%
of homicides against youth 12 to 17 years old were
committed by parents. The remaining youth were killed
by siblings (17%), husbands (3%) or other family
members (22%). These findings may be reflective of
the fact that as children mature, their sphere of relation-
ships expands beyond their immediate family.

Infant Homicides

The figure for infant homicides may be under-reported
since some claims of accidental childhood deaths such
as falls or “sudden infant deaths” could actually be due to
child abuse. Since 1995, most provinces have legislated
mandatory coroner inquests into deaths of children less
than two years of age. This may have resulted in the
increased reporting and classification of these cases as
homicides in some years. (Fedorowycz, 2000). A review
in Ontario of all deaths of children under the age of two
suggested that as many as 10% of deaths prior to 1995
that were attributed to causes such as Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome (SIDS) may have been due, in fact, to
homicide (Trocmé and Brison, 1997).

1

S

Includes all other family members related through blood, marriage,
adoption or foster care.
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For those children and youth killed by a non-family
member, a casual acquaintance was most often the
accused (40%) (Figure 2.5). Strangers (21%), close
friends (13%), intimate relationship!! (8%), neighbours
(8%), legal relationship? (7%) and criminal relation-
ship?3 (4%) were the remaining accused.

Figure 2.5

Majority of children and youth in non-family homicides
killed b y casual acquaintances, 1991-1999

Casual
acquaintance Stranger
40% 21%
o Close friend
Criminal 13%
Neighbour

8%

Intimate
7% relationship
8%
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Selected accused and incident characteristics 4

Almost one quarter of child homicide incidents had a
history of domestic violence

Information on whether or not the accused and the
victims of a homicide incident had a history of domestic
violence®® that was known to the police is reported
through the Homicide Survey. While the majority of
those accused of family-related child homicide did not
have a history of domestic violence (67%), there were
police reports that the accused had been involved in
some type of family violence in one-in-four homicides
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(e.g. spousal violence or child/parent abuse). In 9% of
child homicides between 1991 and 1999, the history of
domestic violence was unknown. The persons accused
of killing older child victims were slightly more likely to
have histories of domestic violence (31%).

Most homicides not precipitated by another offence

Frequently a homicide is the culmination of events. In
the case of child and youth family homicides, between
1991 and 1999, 41% of child homicides were preceded
by an assault, 18% by a sexual assault, 17% by arson,
5% by kidnapping and 3% by other crimes. For 16% of
the incidents, it was unknown whether the homicide was
precipitated by another crime. Family members and
non-family were equally likely to have committed
homicides precipitated by another crime.

Children less than 7 years old most likely to die of
strangulation, older children and youth most likely to
die from shooting

In cases of child and youth homicides, the cause of
family-related deaths varies by age. Homicide data
between 1991 and 1999 reveal that infants and young
children were especially vulnerable to physical force:
one-third of children under 7 were strangled (Table 2.2).
Younger children were also more likely than older
children (7- to 11-year olds) and youth to be beaten to
death. Youth aged 12 and older were more often shot
to death.

11 Intimate relationship includes boyfriend, girlfriend, estranged lover and
other intimate friends.

Legal relationship includes caregiver, teacher, doctor, employer, co-
worker and other legal relationships.

Criminal relationship refers to illegal relationships such as those
between a prostitute and client, drug trafficker and drug user, etc.

To further examine the characteristics of child homicide incidents, in
particular accused characteristics, a subset consisting of only those
victims who were killed by one person was created. If more than one
person was accused of Killing the victim, the incident, the victim and
the accused were excluded from the subset amounting to 53 victims
excluded, of whom 21 were killed by family.

These figures should be interpreted with caution, as it is not clear from
police statistics whether the perpetrator of the homicide incident was
the perpetrator or the victim of the earlier assaults.
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Table 2.1
Family homicides of children and youth by age group of victim, 1991-1999*
Relationship of Age of victim
accused to victim Total Infant 1-3 46 711 1217
No. % No % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Total family homicides 428 100 126 100 111 100 60 100 66 100 65 100
Parents 376 88 116 92 108 97 56 93 58 88 38 58
Father 192 45 56 44 44 40 22 37 43 65 27 42
Step-father 33 8 4 3 17 15 5 8 3 5 4 6
Mother 146 34 55 44 45 41 28 47 11 17 7 11
Step-mother 5 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 0 0
Sibling 20 5 2 2 2 2 1 2 4 6 11 17
Other family? 30 7 8 6 1 1 3 5 4 6 14 22
Husband 2 - - - - - - - - - 2 3
- nil or zero.
--amount too small to be expressed.
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
1 Includes only solved homicide incidents in which there are known suspects. If there was more than one suspect, only the closest relationship to the victim is reflected.
2 Includes all other family members related through blood, marriage, adoption or foster care.
Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
Table 2.2
Cause of death for child and youth homicides committed by family members, 1991-1999*
Age of victim
Cause of death
Total Infant 1-3 4-6 7-11 12-17
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Total 407 100 119 100 103 100 59 100 64 100 62 100
Shooting 68 17 - - 7 7 10 17 22 34 29 47
Stabbing 36 9 4 3 7 7 6 10 11 17 8 13
Beating 81 20 29 24 28 27 12 20 6 9 6 10
Strangulation, suffocation 111 27 42 35 34 33 20 34 9 14 6 10
Other? 94 23 32 27 23 22 11 19 16 25 12 19
Shaken baby syndrome 14 3 10 8 4 4 - - - - - -
Unknown 3 1 2 2 - - - - - - 1 2

- nil or zero.
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

1 To further examine the characteristics of child homicide incidents, a subset of only those victims who were killed by one person was created. If more than one person was accused
of killing the victim, the incident, the victim and the accused were excluded from the subset amounting to 53 victims excluded, of whom 21 were Killed by family members.

2 Other includes poisoning, smoke inhalation, burns, exposure and other causes.

Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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3.0 CHILDREN WITNESSING FAMILY VIOLENCE *°

by Mia Dauvergne and Holly Johnson

The reactions of children who witness violence by one
parent against another can include emotional, social,
cognitive, physical and behavioural maladjustment
problems (Jaffe, Wolfe and Wilson, 1990). These
children tend to show lower levels of social competence,
higher rates of depression, worry and frustration, and
are more likely than other children to develop stress-
related disorders and to show lower levels of empathy
(Fantuzzo, et al., 1991; Graham-Bermann and
Levendosky, 1998; Moore and Pepler, 1998; Edleson,
1999b).

Some research suggests that certain characteristics of
children, such as sex and age, affect how children respond
when exposed to violence. Boys more commonly
express external reactions, such as hostility and aggres-
sion, whereas girls tend to show more internalized
behaviours such as depression, fear and physical
ailments (Carlson, 1991; Kerig, 1999). Younger children
are more likely to express complaints of physical
ailments, anxiety and aggressive behaviour, and to

The National Longitudinal Survey of Children
and Youth

The National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth
is a long-term national survey that collects information on
the characteristics and life experiences of the same
children and youth in Canada as they grow from infancy
to adulthood. The survey began in 1994-95 with a sample
of approximately 22,000 children aged from infancy to
11. This sample of children and their parents will be
interviewed every two years until the oldest respondents
reach approximately 25 years of age. A sample of infants
is added each year. Data for this analysis were drawn
from the third cycle (1998-99) and focus on children aged
4 to 11 years representing 3,122,000 Canadian children
in this age group. The extent of violence witnessed by
children in the home was determined by asking the person
most knowledgeable about the child (usually the mother)
to indicate how often the child sees “adults or teenagers
in the home physically fighting, hitting or otherwise trying
to hurt others”. Of those who reported that their child had
seen physical aggression, 31% did not have a teenager
living in the home; therefore, a portion of these will reflect
incidents where children withessed assaults on a parent.
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regress to earlier stages of developmental functioning.
Older children are more likely to use aggression as a
means of problem solving, accept excuses for violent
behaviour, project blame onto others, and display
symptoms of anxiety (Alessi and Hern, 1984). Other
factors, such as social or economic disadvantage,
repeated moves, or parental separation also influence
how children respond to familial conflict (Jaffe, Wolfe
and Wilson, 1990).

Extent of family violence witnessed by children

Estimates of the extent of family violence witnessed by
children in Canada are available through the 1999
General Social Survey on Victimization (GSS) and the
National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth
(NLSCY). The GSS estimates that children heard or
saw assaults on a parent in an estimated 461,000 cases
of spousal violence in the five-year period preceding
the survey (Table 3.1). This represents 37% of all
spousal violence cases.

In the NLSCY, parent respondents to the 1998-99 cycle
were asked how often their children, aged 4 to 11 years,
saw adults or teenagers in the home physically fighting,
hitting or otherwise trying to hurt others. This is a less
precise indicator and could include siblings or parents
or other adults (however, in 31% of cases, there were
no teenagers in the home). According to this definition,
8% of children in this age group (approximately 247,000)
had witnessed violence in their homes. This is similar
to the 9% reported in the first cycle and 8% reported in
the second cycle of the NLSCY, but lower than estimates
produced by the GSS which asked about violence
witnessed over the course of a five-year period for an
unspecified age group of children.

According to the 1999 GSS, in 70% of spousal violence
cases (see Chapter 4 for definition of spousal violence)
with child witnesses, the violence was directed at their
mothers, and in 30% of cases fathers were the victims
(Table 3.1). In addition, the violence children witnessed
against their mothers was more serious. In half of all

16 For further information, see Dauvergne and Johnson, 2001. “Children
Witnessing Family Violence”. Juristat.
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Estimates of children witnessing violence:
limitations

As each of these data sources were designed for
purposes other than estimating the number of children
who witness violence in their families, and the questions
were constructed somewhat differently, results are not
directly comparable between sources. In addition,
several issues make it likely that the estimates obtained
from the GSS and the NLSCY are underestimates of
the true extent of violence witnessed by children.

First, responses to the survey questions are provided
by parents who may falsely assume that their children
are not aware of the violence and may fail to report
that their children were witnesses. Jaffe, Wolfe and
Wilson (1990) found that many parents falsely believed
that their children were sleeping or playing during a
violent episode and therefore unaware of the event.
However, these same children were able to provide
detailed accounts of the very events that they supposedly
did not witness.

Second, parents may intentionally minimize, deny or
discount the extent of violence witnessed by children
because of embarrassment or fear of the consequences.
O'Brien, John, Margolin and Erel (1994) reported that
10% of the children in a community-based sample
reported witnessing inter-parental violence when neither
parent had acknowledged that any aggression had
occurred.

Third, witnessing family violence refers to the multiple
ways in which a child is exposed to domestic violence.
These may include directly seeing the violence, hearing
it, being used as a tool of the perpetrator, and/or
experiencing the aftermath of violence (e.g. a mother
who is injured and in need of help, police intervention
to remove the perpetrator, moving to a shelter).
Although the GSS asks whether the child ever saw or
heard a violent incident, the NLSCY only attempts to
measure the amount of violence that a child sees
directly. Both surveys fail to account for the more covert
ways in which children may be exposed to violence.

Fourth, the survey questions only ascertain whether
children are witnesses to physical assaults and do not
measure the extent of children’s awareness of
emotional abuse (such as verbal insults).

cases of wife assault witnessed by children, the women
feared for their lives or were physically injured. In 21%
of cases, victims suffered injuries requiring medical
attention and in 14% they were hospitalized. Four in ten
suffered repercussions serious enough to require them
to take time off their daily activities to cope with the
violence. The consequences of spousal violence for male
victims were less severe though one-in-four male victims
were physically injured or took time off daily activities
and one-in-eight feared for their lives (Table 3.2).
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Family violence crosses all socio-demographic groups.
However, there are some circumstances where children
witnessed adults or teenagers physically fighting at
higher rates than the national average of 8% (Table 3.3).
The NLSCY data show that the percentage of children
who witnessed physical fights was slightly higher for
older children (8 to 11 years of age) and for those with
somewhat older parents (35 to 44 years).!” Rates of
children witnessing physical fights are linked to the socio-
economic status of the household. Percentages of
children who witnessed physical fights among teenagers
or adults were highest when both parents were unem-
ployed (12.8%), or in the case of single parents, when
the parent was unemployed (14.2%), as well as in
households that fell below the low-income cut-off level
(11.4%).18 Higher percentages of children witnessed
physical fights if they were living in blended, step and
single parent homes as compared to biological or
adoptive two-parent families,® and if their family
structure had undergone change over the previous two-
year period, either from two parents to one (13.6%), or
from one parent to two (14.4%).2°

Children victimized during spousal assaults

Victims of spousal violence identified by the GSS were
asked whether anyone else was harmed or threatened
during the incident and how many were under 15 years
of age. In 10% of spousal assaults against women and
in 4% against men children under 15 were harmed or
threatened. This amounts to 90,000 cases of spousal
violence: 70,000 involving women and 20,000 involving
men.?t

Links to family functioning
Parenting Style

Parenting style is also linked to children’s exposure to
adults or teenagers physically fighting in the home.

17 Usually, only one parent (the person most knowledgeable about the
child or the PMK) from each household was s